
Allen W. M. Coombs 

Born October 23, 1911, Bristol, Gloucestershire, UK; early computer engineer responsible for the construction 
of the Colossus computer system designed by Alan M. Turing and others. 

Education: BSc, Glasgow University, 1932; ARTC,1 Strathclyde University, 1932; PhD, Glasgow University, 
1936. 

Professional Experience: engineer, research branch, British Post Office (now British Telecom), 1936-1973. 

From 1936 to 1973, Coombs was employed by the British Post Office (now British Telecom) on various 
projects in its research branch, most of them still classified. He spent some of the World War II years in 
association with the project to design and implement the Colossus computer for Bletchley Park for the 
government code and cipher school together with Thomas Flowers. 
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1 Later designated ARCST (Associate of the Royal College of Science and Technology). 


