
Carl Hammer 

Born May 10, 1914, Chicago, Ill.; educator and lecturer who conveyed the exciting message of computers and 
their mind-boggling future applications early on to audiences worldwide; long-time seeker of the 
solution to the Beale Cypher 

Education: PhD, magna cum laude, University of' Munich, 1938. 

Professional Experience: mathematician and statistician, Texas Company Research 
Laboratories, Beacon, N.Y., 1938-1943; statistician, Pillsbury Mills, Inc., New 
York, N.Y., 1944-1947; chairman, Division of Technical Education, Walter 
Hervey Junior College, New York, N.Y., 1947-1951; senior staff engineer, 
Franklin Institute of the State of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., 1951-1955; 
director, Univac European Computing Center (Univac I), Frankfurt/Main, 
Germany, 1955-1957; staff consultant and acting manager, Programming and 

Analysis Department (UDOF'F, ELECOM 125, IBM-709), Sylvania Electronic Products, Inc., 
Needham, Mass., 1957-1959; senior engineering scientist, Surface Communications Division, Radio 
Corporation of America, New York, N.Y., 1959-1961; manager, Scientific Computer Applications, 
RCA Computer Division, Washington, D.C., 1961-1963; director, Computer Sciences, Sperry Univac, 
Washington, D.C., 1963-1981; retired October 1981. 

Honors and Awards: member, Scientific Research Society of America, 1954; National Defense Executive 
Reserve, 1970; member, New York Academy of Sciences, 1955, fellow, 1976; fellow, American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, 1969; fellow, Institute of Electrical and Electronic 
Engineers, 1986; Chester Morrill Memorial Award, Association for Systems Management, 1972; 
lifetime member and Computer Sciences Man-of-the-Year Award, Data Processing Management 
Association, 1973; fellow, World Organization of General Systems and Cybernetics, 1978; ACM 
Distinguished Service Award, 1979; Distinguished Service Award, American Federation of Information 
Processing Societies, 1981; Lifetime Achievement Award, Federation of Government Information 
Processing Councils, 1986. 

During his years, Hammer has given talks and made presentations in Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakia, Colombia, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, India, Italy, Korea, 
Malaysia, Mexico, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, The Philippines, Puerto Rico, Russia (the 
Soviet Union), Singapore, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Yugoslavia, in addition to all of the United 
States. 

QUOTATION 

“Government is as guilty as industry in the retention of old systems.” 
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UPDATES 

Carl Hammer died in 2004 (MRW, 2012), portrait changed (MRW, 2012). 


