
Johanna (Hansi) Piesch 

Born June 6, 1898, Innsbruck, Tyrol, Austria,- died September 28, 1992, Vienna, Austria,- one of the earliest 
authors on the subject of switching algebra; after Shannon but prior to Russian pioneers who often 
quoted her work. 

Johanna Piesch had never been loud, and now she has left us in total silence at the biblical age of 94. She never 
published an autobiography, or even talked about herself She was one of the earliest authors on switching 
algebra, and she appears as such in the international literature on the subject. 

Johanna (Hansi) Piesch studied physics at the University of Vienna and then joined the Austrian PTT service. 
Her first publications were written in Berlin in 1938 (where she had been moved by the German 
administration), the second of which proposes an original simplification method. After World War II she 
expanded on her thesis, and then in cooperation with H. Sequenz, then head of the Vienna University of 
Technology, on the history of the switching algebra in Austria. 

After her retirement, Piesch turned to social work and gave 30 years of service to others. She died on September 
28, 1992, in a Vienna hospital.1 
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